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Donna’s 20 + year career has focused on translating innovative industry food trends for the  American consumer palate. Working with food manufacturers, the foodservice industry and trade associations to promote their products, Donna offers culinary expertise combined with communications savvy. 

A significant portion of Donna’s career has been as an independent consultant working with major food corporations to develop culinary strategies, marketing and public relations programs tailored for their brands and customers. She has extensive spokesperson experience, to include satellite media tours and editor briefings, for clients such as General Mills, Betty Crocker, Barilla, National Mango Board and National Peanut Council and has appeared on CNN’s “On the Menu,” and Food Network. As a food writer and recipe developer, she’s produced work for many publications, including Cooking Light, Better Homes & Gardens, Weight Watchers, Gourmet News, and Restaurant Business. Her on-line work has been available at Myrecipes.com and margaritavillekeywest.com. Currently, she hosts a weekly radio show, Natural Living, on KONK-AM broadcasting throughout the Florida Keys and streaming online.

Her in-house corporate experience has been with The Campbell Soup Company and with The Coca-Cola Company, in Atlanta & Houston. In addition to managing communications for Minute Maid and Odwalla brands, Donna developed and executed a culinary beverage platform for The Coca-Cola Company still being used today (via her consulting work) by many of the country’s leading restaurant chains, including Olive Garden, Outback, Cheeseburger in Paradise, Chiptole, Burger King and many more. Her signature beverages developed for these key restaurant clients are designed to pair with menus and enhance the overall guest experience. She was also instrumental in establishing Coca-Cola’s Beverage Institute for Health & Wellness. 
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Donna has been quoted and featured in various publications to include QSR, Coastal Living and Relish magazine. Her titles include, Caribbean Light (Doubleday) and The Pregnancy Cookbook (Putnam).  Currently, she pens a monthly blog on tropical produce for Brooks Tropicals, the country’s largest grower and shipper of tropicals.

As a faculty member at the Culinary Institute of America, Hyde Park, NY, Donna was responsible for teaching undergrad students and professional chefs, and developed curriculum for continuing education courses. 

Donna’s education includes a bachelor of science in foods from the University of Rhode Island, a masters degree in communications from Boston University, and a dietetic internship at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, D.C. She is a member of the International Association of Culinary Professionals and  resides in Key West, FL with her 12-year old son. 

